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The Hidden Autopilot Data That Reveals Why Teslas Crash

Object 1

The Hidden Autopilot Data That Reveals Why Teslas CrashPlay video: The Hidden 
Autopilot Data That Reveals Why Teslas Crash
Video and data gathered by The Wall Street Journal from over 200 Tesla Autopilot 
crashes reveals that longstanding concerns about Tesla’s camera-based technology, 
which differs from the rest of the industry, are showing up on the roads and putting the 
public at risk. Photo Illustration: Ryan Trefes 
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Autopilot, The Wall Street Journal undertook a comprehensive analysis of crash data, 
uncovering previously obscured details by combining heavily redacted federal filings 
with local police records.

The Journal analyzed filings that manufacturers are required to submit to the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration when cars crash while using autonomous driving 
technology. However, the public versions of these reports are heavily redacted, 
obscuring key details like the crash narrative and even the exact date.

To gain a clearer picture, the Journal filed public records requests for police crash 
databases with agencies in more than a dozen states. Reporters spent months 
compiling these records into a unified database and matching them with corresponding 
NHTSA submissions. This process allowed the Journal to learn details about more than 
200 Tesla Autopilot-involved crashes, revealing previously unknowable patterns by 
delving into the detailed narratives and diagrams in police reports.

Here are some of the key findings:

Autopilot struggles with obstacles

While many crashes involved incidental collisions, a number occurred when Teslas on 
Autopilot struck clearly visible obstacles or ran off the road at T-intersections, 
suggesting challenges with the system’s ability to navigate these scenarios. In several 
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crashes, the obstacles included one or more police or fire vehicles with emergency 
lights flashing.

Autopilot relies mostly on software processing images from onboard cameras to detect 
obstacles, although some models use a radar backup. Other vehicle manufacturers use 
cameras but also radar and lasers to detect obstacles directly. Elon Musk, Tesla’s chief 
executive, has said such sensors are unnecessary. Tesla says that drivers are instructed 
that while Autopilot is engaged, they must keep their hands on the steering wheel and 
remain ready to retake control at all times.

Autopilot crashes also involve veering

The Journal also found a number of crashes occurred when Autopilot was engaged and 
the vehicle lost traction, including cases on wet pavement, veering off the road. Tesla 
says that such cases may occur when “environmental factors contribute to the crash, 
such as with heavy rains and hydroplaning.”

NHTSA findings echo WSJ analysis

The Journal’s findings align with a recently released NHTSA analysis that identified a 
trend of “avoidable crashes” involving Teslas striking visible obstacles or running off wet 
roads after losing traction. Tesla says it disagreed with NHTSA’s analysis and pointed 
out that the agency didn’t seek a recall. Instead, Tesla says it voluntarily issued a 
software update for up to two million vehicles last year that would improve driver 
warnings and attentiveness when Autopilot was in operation.

Tesla and NHTSA withhold information from the public

Despite NHTSA guidelines encouraging transparency, both Tesla and the agency itself 
withhold key information from the public about crashes. Tesla blocks the release of 
descriptive details about its reported crashes, saying those details amount to 
confidential business information. NHTSA, meanwhile, cites its obligation to protect 
personal privacy under federal law as a justification for withholding specific information 
such as the exact date, address, zip code and location of the crash.
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Tesla has reported over 1,200 Autopilot-related crashes to 

NHTSA since 2021

These incidents represent about 80% of all crashes reported to the regulator involving 
autonomous driving technology. The Journal matched 222 of these crashes to local 
police reports. Tesla attributes its crash count in NHTSA’s data to the widespread use of 
its vehicles and Autopilot technology, as well as its superior crash detection and 
reporting systems. The company maintains that “Autopilot has been used by millions of 
drivers to safely drive billions of miles” and has prevented “innumerable” crashes.

Tesla tightly controls access to crash data

Teslas store video and operating data that can be transmitted to the company’s servers. 
Owners can review their own vehicle’s video on its dashboard. And Tesla says that it lets 
owners download logs of operating data that include hundreds of readings and 
conditions that are time stamped to the millisecond. However, getting full details of 
what the cameras record and how they process those images to make Autopilot work 
requires expert access to the vehicle’s computer. Tesla says it shares information when 
required by police or in lawsuits.

SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS

Would you feel comfortable riding in a Tesla on Autopilot? Why or why not? Join the 
conversation below.
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Bizarre urgent warning for swanky $80K Tesla 

Cybertruck owners

 Tesla Cybertruck owners may have the pleasure of driving one of 
trendiest new vehicles on the road, but it hasn’t been all glitz and glamour, as they 
receive a bizarre warning about their trucks.

Tesla closely protects the data of each car’s Autopilot system. The Journal obtained a set 
of this data as a part of its investigation into Autopilot crashes. Here’s how it’s extracted 
from deep within the car. Photo Illustration: Ryan Trefes 

John West contributed to this article.
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      Democratic lobbying firms with close ties to the White House are cashing in under 
President Joe Biden, more than doubling their federal lobbying revenue since he took 
office, a Washington Free Beacon review of lobbying disclosures found. The Free 
Beacon analysis shows that three firms—Ricchetti Inc., founded in 2001 by now-White 
House…

Read More NANCY PELOSI TAKES ALL OF HER BRIBES VIA STOCK MARKET PAYOLA AND 
INSIDER TRADING 

 

HOW BIDEN DESTROYED THE ECONOMY AND THE MEDIA 

COVER-UP OF THE ONGOING ECONOMIC DISASTER

Bysenateinv6 April 30, 2024 

Biden has given America’s money to off-shore special interests instead of America’s own 
Social Security program! Biden cut off USDA housing funds so he could payola foreign 
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governments! Inflation hits 20% under Biden, pushing small businesses to brink… 
Retirees Drain Savings Faster to Cope… Credit card delinquencies surge; 1 in 5 users 
maxed out… Great…

Read More HOW BIDEN DESTROYED THE ECONOMY AND THE MEDIA COVER-UP OF THE 
ONGOING ECONOMIC DISASTER 
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AIRLINE LITHIUM ION BATTERY FIRES CAUSE CANCER, 

DISEASED FETUS, LIVER AND BRAIN DAMAGE ON JET 

LINERS

Bysenateinv6 July 13, 2024 

Smoking Lithium Ion Laptop Causes Panicked Evacuation Of American Airlines Plane, 
Injures 3 At San Francisco Airport THE SMOKE FROM BURNING LITHIUM ION BATTERIES 
IS DEADLY IN DOZENS OF DIFFERENT WAYS The Cover-up Stewardesses to sue over 
health issues Pilots rarely drop the masks for passengers Cover-up ordered to protect 
Biden and Obama’s political investors…

Read More AIRLINE LITHIUM ION BATTERY FIRES CAUSE CANCER, DISEASED FETUS, 
LIVER AND BRAIN DAMAGE ON JET LINERS 
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FEDS FIND THAT SILICON VALLEY ENGAGES IN VAST 

ABUSIVE SPYING ON CITIZENS

Bysenateinv6 September 19, 2024 

FEDS FIND THAT SILICON VALLEY ENGAGES IN VAST ABUSIVE SPYING ON CITIZENS IN 
ORDER TO MANIPULATE POLITICS AND MARKETS F.T.C. Study Finds ‘Vast Surveillance’ of 
Social Media Users The Federal Trade Commission said on Thursday it found that 
several social media and streaming services engaged in a “vast surveillance” of 
consumers, including minors, collecting and…

Read More FEDS FIND THAT SILICON VALLEY ENGAGES IN VAST ABUSIVE SPYING ON 
CITIZENS 

YOUR SMARTPHONE IS GIVING YOU CANCER

Bysenateinv6 April 1, 2024 

Fireproof chemicals in your smartphone may QUADRUPLE risk of dying from cancer, 
study suggests The batteries in your phone, and your Tesla Car, give you cancer from 
the smoke when they catch on fire. The EMF waves from your phone, and your Tesla 
Car, give you cancer when they irradiate your cells Polybrominated diphenyl ethers…

Read More YOUR SMARTPHONE IS GIVING YOU CANCER 
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TESLA AND THE WHITE HOUSE HIDE TESLA SAFETY DANGERS TO PROTECT WHITE HOUSE FINANCIERSInside the WSJ’s Investigation of Tesla’s Autopilot Crash RisksCars using Autopilot sometimes struggle to recognize obstacles or stay on the road and Tesla covers the safety defects up!!!!
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The Hidden Autopilot Data That Reveals Why Teslas Crash

The Hidden Autopilot Data That Reveals Why Teslas CrashPlay video: The Hidden Autopilot Data That Reveals Why Teslas Crash

Video and data gathered by The Wall Street Journal from over 200 Tesla Autopilot crashes reveals that longstanding concerns about Tesla’s camera-based technology, which differs from the rest of the industry, are showing up on the roads and putting the public at risk. Photo Illustration: Ryan Trefes 

To understand safety issues surrounding Tesla’s TSLA 4.05%increase; green up pointing triangle

Autopilot, The Wall Street Journal undertook a comprehensive analysis of crash data, uncovering previously obscured details by combining heavily redacted federal filings with local police records.

The Journal analyzed filings that manufacturers are required to submit to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration when cars crash while using autonomous driving technology. However, the public versions of these reports are heavily redacted, obscuring key details like the crash narrative and even the exact date.

To gain a clearer picture, the Journal filed public records requests for police crash databases with agencies in more than a dozen states. Reporters spent months compiling these records into a unified database and matching them with corresponding NHTSA submissions. This process allowed the Journal to learn details about more than 200 Tesla Autopilot-involved crashes, revealing previously unknowable patterns by delving into the detailed narratives and diagrams in police reports.



Here are some of the key findings:

Autopilot struggles with obstaclesWhile many crashes involved incidental collisions, a number occurred when Teslas on Autopilot struck clearly visible obstacles or ran off the road at T-intersections, suggesting challenges with the system’s ability to navigate these scenarios. In several crashes, the obstacles included one or more police or fire vehicles with emergency lights flashing.

Autopilot relies mostly on software processing images from onboard cameras to detect obstacles, although some models use a radar backup. Other vehicle manufacturers use cameras but also radar and lasers to detect obstacles directly. Elon Musk, Tesla’s chief executive, has said such sensors are unnecessary. Tesla says that drivers are instructed that while Autopilot is engaged, they must keep their hands on the steering wheel and remain ready to retake control at all times.

Autopilot crashes also involve veeringThe Journal also found a number of crashes occurred when Autopilot was engaged and the vehicle lost traction, including cases on wet pavement, veering off the road. Tesla says that such cases may occur when “environmental factors contribute to the crash, such as with heavy rains and hydroplaning.”

NHTSA findings echo WSJ analysisThe Journal’s findings align with a recently released NHTSA analysis that identified a trend of “avoidable crashes” involving Teslas striking visible obstacles or running off wet roads after losing traction. Tesla says it disagreed with NHTSA’s analysis and pointed out that the agency didn’t seek a recall. Instead, Tesla says it voluntarily issued a software update for up to two million vehicles last year that would improve driver warnings and attentiveness when Autopilot was in operation.

Tesla and NHTSA withhold information from the publicDespite NHTSA guidelines encouraging transparency, both Tesla and the agency itself withhold key information from the public about crashes. Tesla blocks the release of descriptive details about its reported crashes, saying those details amount to confidential business information. NHTSA, meanwhile, cites its obligation to protect personal privacy under federal law as a justification for withholding specific information such as the exact date, address, zip code and location of the crash.

Tesla has reported over 1,200 Autopilot-related crashes to NHTSA since 2021These incidents represent about 80% of all crashes reported to the regulator involving autonomous driving technology. The Journal matched 222 of these crashes to local police reports. Tesla attributes its crash count in NHTSA’s data to the widespread use of its vehicles and Autopilot technology, as well as its superior crash detection and reporting systems. The company maintains that “Autopilot has been used by millions of drivers to safely drive billions of miles” and has prevented “innumerable” crashes.

Tesla tightly controls access to crash dataTeslas store video and operating data that can be transmitted to the company’s servers. Owners can review their own vehicle’s video on its dashboard. And Tesla says that it lets owners download logs of operating data that include hundreds of readings and conditions that are time stamped to the millisecond. However, getting full details of what the cameras record and how they process those images to make Autopilot work requires expert access to the vehicle’s computer. Tesla says it shares information when required by police or in lawsuits.

SHARE YOUR THOUGHTSWould you feel comfortable riding in a Tesla on Autopilot? Why or why not? Join the conversation below.







Bizarre urgent warning for swanky $80K Tesla Cybertruck owners Tesla Cybertruck owners may have the pleasure of driving one of trendiest new vehicles on the road, but it hasn’t been all glitz and glamour, as they receive a bizarre warning about their trucks.



Tesla closely protects the data of each car’s Autopilot system. The Journal obtained a set of this data as a part of its investigation into Autopilot crashes. Here’s how it’s extracted from deep within the car. Photo Illustration: Ryan Trefes 

John West contributed to this article.
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Fireproof chemicals in your smartphone may QUADRUPLE risk of dying from cancer, study suggests The batteries in your phone, and your Tesla Car, give you cancer from the smoke when they catch on fire. The EMF waves from your phone, and your Tesla Car, give you cancer when they irradiate your cells Polybrominated diphenyl ethers…
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